
About us

Germany is a country with an important geoscientific tradition and at the same time also an area with centuries of mining. The

evaluation and management of raw material mining and its consequences require at present and also in the future a

permanent, scientifically high-level and interdisciplinary engagement with the respective mining areas. In the DGGV (German

Geologische Gesellschaft - Geologische Vereinigung e. V.), the working group "Geoscientific Aspects in Mining Areas" deals

with such practical mining science objectives.

The working group was founded in January 1995 on an initiative of Prof. em. Dr. Hermann Brause in the predecessor society

“Gesellschaft für Geowissenschaften (GGW)” as "Arbeitskreis Bergbaufolgelandschaften". Its task was to bring together geoscientists

and representatives from geology-related administrative and economic institutions, universities and research institutes for an

interdisciplinary exchange of ideas in historical or current mining regions in Germany.

As a " by-product ", the know-how and regional experience of the older generation of geologists was also to be passed on to the next

generation shortly after the political turnaround and the associated restructuring of the mining industry in the then "New Federal States".

In autumn of the same year, with the support of the Lausitzer Braunkohle AG (LAUBAG, today LE-B), in particular the head of the

recultivation department Mr. Horst Rauhut, the first event of the newly founded working group took place in Bad Muskau on the topic

"Geoscientific Problems of the Post-Mining Landscapes in the Weißwasser Area (Upper Lusatia)“.

In its early years, the working group focused in particular on the post-mining landscapes of Saxony and Central Germany. The main

emphasis was on the centuries-old ore mining in the Erzgebirge and in the Harz mountains, the former hard coal mining around

Zwickau-Oelsnitz and Freital, the uranium ore mining of WISMUT, the large-scale lignite mining in the Leipzig-Halle-Bitterfeld and

Lusatian coalfields, the Central German salt mining and the extensive mining of industrial rocks and minerals. This was later followed by

numerous events throughout Germany (see map and timeline of the previous meetings). These meetings addressed both economic

geology and raw material evaluation as well as the problems and tasks associated with mining, including

➢ recultivation and renaturation,

➢ hydrogeology and water management

➢ changing geochemical conditions,

➢ new material cycles,

➢ natural radioactive radiation,

➢ the geophysical detectability of mining-related phenomena,

➢ a sensible coordination with nature, landscape and geotope protection, as well as

➢ a socially acceptable and raw material-political or legally compliant mining management.

Due to the connection between scientific aspects and practical experiences as well as the current developments in the regional mining

companies, extensive conference proceedings with excursion guides and last but not least the moderate conference fees, the meetings

of the working group are considered to be highly applied and interdisciplinary attractive. So far, almost 4,000 experts from active and

rehabilitating mining, from companies and engineering offices, from geoscientific and environmental authorities as well as from

universities and research institutes have participated in meetings of the working group. But also numerous experts who have already

retired from their careers regularly take part in the events, thus enriching the diversity of experience and opinions on various aspects.

The proportion of colleagues from geoscientific practice, including geological surveys, averaged 75 %.

Meetings are usually two days long and include field trips to historic and still-operating mining facilities. Wherever possible, emphasis is

placed on designing and documenting the excursions in such a way that they are also suitable for individual usages outside of the

respective conference. The lectures and excursion guides of the meetings have almost all been published in the series Excursion

Guides and Publications (EDGG) of DGGV e.V. and predecessor associations (see last column of the timeline).

The meetings are planned and organized by a small volunteer team in cooperation with active mining companies and mining experts

from the respective region. This group currently consists of the chairwoman Katrin Kleeberg (Oberschöna), Sybille Busch (Spremberg),

Dr. Henny Gerschel (Freiberg), Dr. Jochen Rascher (Dresden) and Stephanie Wittwer (Freiberg). In earlier times, Prof. em. Dr. Hermann Brause (†),

Roland Hille (†) and Dr. Matthias Thomae (Wörlitz) were also active.
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Timeline of the meetings

No Location Topic EDGG-Vol.

1995 1 Bad Muskau Geoscientific Problems of the Post-Mining Landscapes in the Weißwasser Area (Upper Lusatia) 196

2 Staßfurt Post-Mining Landscapes and Mining Damages of Potash Mining 198

3 Oelsnitz Post-Mining Effects of Hard Coal Mining in the Zwickau-Oelsnitz area 199

4 Cottbus Post-Mining Effects of the Lusatian Lignite Mining Industry in Brandenburg 201

5 Schlema Rehabilitation of Uranium Ore Mining Dumps 203

6 Zwickau
Post-Mining Consequences, Structural Damage and Rehabilitation Problems

at the Cathedral "St. Marien" in Zwickau
204

7 Magdeburg Potash, Salt and Copper Shale in Central Germany (Part I) 205

8 Dessau Post-Mining Landscapes of Lignite Mines in the context of EXPO 2000 207

2000 9 Freital-Burgk 450 Years of Hard Coal and Uranium Ore Mining in the Freital area and its Effects today 208

10 Königswartha Post-Mining Issues in Kaolin Mining in Caminau 210

11 Sondershausen Aspects of Long-Term Safety in Potash and Salt Mining 211

12 Forst Geopark Muskauer Faltenbogen 215

13 Stedten The Tertiary of Röblingen 216

14
Hammer-

unterwiesenthal
Marble in the Erzgebirge: Geology, Exploitation, Post-Mining Landscapes 218

15 Magdeburg Potash, Salt and Copper Shale in Central Germany (Part II) 222

16 Bitterfeld 1. Bitterfeld Amber Colloquium: “Bitterfeld amber: Deposit, Raw Material, Post-Mining Use” 224

2005 17 Rottleben Karst and Ancient Mining at Kyffhäuser – Salt, Copper, Gypsum, Alabaster 225

18 Ronneburg Uranium Ore Mining in the Ronneburg area (Thuringia) – Rehabilitation and Post-Mining Use 228

19 Morsleben
From Mine to Repository

– Post-Mining Utilization of the Morsleben Salt Mine and the Konrad Iron Ore Mine, Salzgitter
231

20 Nochten Lignite and Park Landscapes in the Muskauer Heath 232

21 Langenstein Mining of Raw Materials in the Geopark Harz - Braunschweiger Land - Ostfalen 233

22 Ludwigslust Mining in Southwestern Mecklenburg 234

23 Hettstett Gypsum and Anhydrite Karst in the Mansfelder Mulde – The Wimmelburg Domes 235

24 Bitterfeld
2. Bitterfeld Amber Colloquium: 

“Bitterfeld Amber versus Baltic Amber – Hypotheses, Facts, Questions”
236

25 Witten Geopark Ruhr Area 238

26 Ludwigstadt Schist Mining in Thuringia and Franconia – Exploitation and Post-Mining Land Use 240

2010 27 Röcknitz Landscape Development, Resources and Mining in the Saxon "Mesopotamia” 243

28
Hohenstein-

Ernstthal

Karl May and Mining

– Literary Representation and Montanistic Reality (externally published)
-

29 Darmstadt GeoDarmstadt: Session "Mining Consequences" (in SDGG 68) -

30 Isle of Vilm Geology and mining on and around Rügen 245

31 Wietze From the "Theerkuhle" to the Oil Well: Petroleum and Potash Salt in the Wietze area 246

32
Clausthal-

Zellerfeld

Ore Mining and the Upper Harz Water Management:

Mining Effects in the UNESCO World Heritage Site
247

33 Hannover
GeoHannover 2012:

Session "Historical Mining Witnesses and Potentials for Mining Use" (in SDGG 80)
-

34 Bitterfeld
3. Bitterfeld Amber Colloquium:

"Bitterfeld Amber and other Fossil Resins from Central Germany"
249

35 Freiberg Hans Carl von Carlowitz and Sustainability – A 300-year History 250

36 Markkleeberg From Lignite Mining to Tourism Region: The Leipzig Neuseenland – A Region in Transition 251

37 Suhl Southern Thuringia – Industry, Trade and other Consequences of Mining 253

2015
38 Cottbus

Energy from Local Fuels:

The Cottbus-Nord Opencast Lignite Mine and the Lusatian Post-Lignite Landscape
254

39 Teistungen Waste Shipment in Potash Mining in Hesse and Thuringia 256

40 Nimbschen
GeoTop 2016: CULTURE. VALUE. STONE.

Responsibility & Opportunities for Geoparks (SDGG 88)
-

41 Maria Laach
From the Roman Tuff Quarry to today’s Slate Mining:

2000 Years of Mining in the Volcano Park East Eifel
257

42 Malschwitz Maars, Raw Materials and Mining Consequences in the Upper Lusatia (Saxony) 258

43 Witten Shift in the Shaft? Coal Mining in the Ruhr Region 259

44 Dippoldiswalde From Silver to Lithium – Historical and New Mining in the Eastern Erzgebirge 260

45 Nalbach 260 Years of Mining and its Consequences in Saarland 261

46 Mügeln Saxony's Raw Material Kaolin: Innovation Ceramics from Böttger to Today 263

2020 47 Bergheim Hambach Opencast Lignite Mine: The Challenge of Modern Lignite Mining 264

48 Goslar The richest ore – In the Rammelsberg UNESCO World Heritage Site 265

49 Radebeul
Limestone in the Nossen-Wilsdruffer Slate Mountains near Dresden

– Geology, Mining History, Mining Witnesses
266

50
Neu-

brandenburg

From Construction Raw Materials to Rare Earths

– Mineral Resources and Mining in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania
267

51 Königstein
From Building Sandstone to Rock Protection:

Utilization and Protection of Natural Resources in Saxon Switzerland
268

2024 52 Lusatia 30 Years of Biomonitoring in the Post-Mining Landscapes of the Lusatian Lignite Mining Area upcoming

… and ongoing!


